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Long Island Sound Stewardship Areas 


The Long Island Sound Stewardship Act of 2006 was signed into law on October 16, 2006 to identify, protect, and enhance upland sites within the Long Island Sound ecosystem with significant ecological, educational, open space, public access, or recreational value through a 

bi-State network of sites best exemplifying these values. 

The EPA Long Island Sound Study identified 33 Inaugural Long Island Sound Stewardship Areas in Connecticut and New York. These areas were chosen on the basis of their ecological and/or recreational values. Each area includes one or more “stewardship” sites, which are specific locations that exhibit key ecological and/or recreational features. Though the inaugural areas focus primarily on publicly owned lands, there are opportunities for partners such as municipal, and county landowners, land trusts, nonprofit organizations, and individuals to opt into this voluntary program. 
Criteria for LIS Stewardship Sites:

Ecological 

· Meets measurable conservation targets for the Region

· Ecological uniqueness

· Species viability

· Habitat heterogeneity

· Size of area/site

· Habitat quality

· Open spaces

· Land cover type

· Scientific, research, or educational value

· Threatened

Recreational

· Public access

· Community support

· High population density

· Environmental Justice – unfair impacts to disadvantaged communities

· Open spaces

· Cultural, historic, and scenic characteristics
Inaugural LIS Stewardship Areas in Connecticut      


*E = ecological site; R = recreational site

1. Barn Island – Stonington, CT - E, R
2. Bluff Point – Groton, CT - E, R
3. Charles Island – Milford, CT - E 

4. Duck Island – Westbrook, CT - E  
5. Falkner Island – Guilford, CT - E

6. Hammonasset Beach – Madison, CT- E, R

7. Great Meadows – Stratford, CT – E, R

8. Great Neck/Goshen Point – Waterford, CT 

– E, R

9. Lower Connecticut River – Old Saybrook, Essex, Deep River, Lyme & Old Lyme, CT - E

10. Milford Point – Milford, CT– E, R

11. Norwalk River – Norwalk, CT - R

12. Quinnipiac River – New Haven, CT - R

13. Rocky Neck – East Lyme, CT -R

14. Sandy Point – West Haven, CT -R

15. Sherwood Island – Westport, CT - R

16. Watts Island – East Lyme, CT - E

17. West Rock Ridge – Hamden & New Haven, CT – E, R,
Inaugural LIS Stewardship Areas in New York: 




1. Alley Pond – Queens, NY – E, R
2. Crab Meadow – Huntington, NY – E, R 


3. Fishers Island Coastline – Southold, NY - E

4. Hempstead Harbor – Hempstead & Glen Cove, NY – E, R

5. Huckleberry & Davids Islands – New Rochelle, NY - E, R

6. Jamesport State Park/Mattituck Inlet – Southold, NY - E, R

7. Lloyd Neck – Huntington, NY - E, R

8. Manhasset Bay – North Hempstead, NY - E, R

9. Marshlands – Rye, NY - E, R

10. Mt. Sinai - Port Jefferson Harbor – Brookhaven, NY - E, R


11. Nissequogue River – Smithtown, NY - E, R

12. Oyster Bay (Mill Neck) – Oyster Bay, NY - E, R

13. Pelham Bay – Bronx, NY - E, R

14. Plum, Little & Great Gull Islands – Southold, NY - E

15. Shoreham/Baiting Hollow/Riverhead, NY - E, R

16. Stony Brook Harbor – Brookhaven & Smithtown, NY - E, R

For more Information about the LIS Stewardship Initiative, how you can get involved, or how you can get your site considered for inclusion as a LIS Stewardship Site, contact:

Sandy Breslin, Director of Governmental Affairs for Audubon Connecticut at (203) 264-5098 x307 or by email at sbreslin@audubon.org. Visit Audubon’s web site at www.audubonct.org
For information about potential LIS Stewardship Sites, contact: 

Tom Halavik at USFWS at (401) 364-9124 or by email at tom_halavik@fws.gov or 

Rob Freudenberg at Regional Plan Association at (212) 253-2727 ext.307 or email at RobertF@rpa.org
Useful Links:

Link to EPA Long Island Sound Study’s Stewardship Initiative:

http://www.longislandsoundstudy.net/stewardship/index.htm
Link to more information on the 33 Inaugural Stewardship Sites:

http://www.longislandsoundstudy.net/stewardship/stewardship_sites.htm
Link to Regional Plan Association’s Atlas of Inaugural Sites:

http://www.longislandsoundstudy.net/stewardship/stewardship_atlas06.pdf
Audubon Connecticut, the state unit of the National Audubon Society with more than 12,000 members statewide, works to protect birds, other wildlife and their habitats using education, science and conservation, and legislative advocacy for the benefit of humanity and 

the earth’s biological diversity.

This fact sheet was developed with the generous support of a grant from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s Long Island Sound Futures Fund. The views and conclusions contained in this document are those of the authors and should not be interpreted as representing the opinions or policies of the U.S. Government or the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. Mention of trade names or commercial products does not constitute their endorsement by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.
