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BIRD-FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES—In 2016, the 
BFC program experienced excellent growth, creating 4 new 
Schoolyard Habitats (SYHs)—bringing the total to 16 Audu-
bon SYHs in Connecticut. We established 6 new Urban Oa-
ses (healthy, restored habitats for birds and city-dwellers) 
and led the effort to designate New Haven as a National 
Urban Bird Treaty City. We worked with 113 teachers at 
workshops and our annual SYH Leadership Summit, and 
through these programs provided thousands of students 
with nature-based curricula and environmental awareness.

COASTS—The 2016 shorebird season was a great suc-
cess. We had an all-time record high of 63 breeding Piping 
Plovers, which produced 87 fledged chicks for a productivity 
rate of 1.38 chicks per pair. We also had a record high of 
63 pairs of American Oystercatchers, which produced 53 
fledglings for a productivity rate of .84 chicks per pair—the 
second highest ever for both the total of chicks fledged and 
productivity rate in the state. Through our participation 
in the Audubon Alliance for Coastal Waterbirds, we also 
helped generate more than 4,000 volunteer hours devoted 
to priority species and conservation.

FORESTS & SHRUBLANDS—Our work to protect 
and sustainably manage forests, shrublands, and other work-
ing lands continued to be a priority in 2016. We completed 
34 field assessments and provided best management recom-
mendations through our “Forest for the Birds” project—
bringing our total to 114 assessments with 125,000 acres 
under influence. Our participation in the American Kestrel 
nest box program for more than 25 years led to the species 
being taken off the Connecticut Threatened Species List 

this year. We also banded 49 bird species and 394 individu-
als who rely on shrubland habitats, and recognized 12 new 
Important Bird Areas (IBA) in Connecticut—including 5 
landscape-scale forest blocks comprised of private, land 
trust, and state lands.
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As the Connecticut Office of the National Audubon Society, our mission is to 
conserve and restore ecosystems, focusing on birds, other wildlife, and their habitats 
for the benefit of humanity and the earth’s biological diversity. We accomplish this 
through Science and Conservation; Environmental Education at our Centers in 
Southbury, Greenwich, and Sharon; and state and federal Policy Initiatives. These 

efforts play a vital role in supporting conservation in the Atlantic Flyway and 
building upon Audubon's far-reaching network.

To learn more, please visit audubonct.org and 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram.

2016 CONSERVATION
ACHIEVEMENT REPORT

W o r k i n g  T o g e t h e r  t o  B u i l d  a  B r i g h t  F u t u r e

As we work to broaden our 
impact as the most influential bird 

conservation organization in the 
state, Audubon Connecticut will 
continue to concentrate on key 

issues that matter to birds, other 
wildlife, and people in 2017.

The Year Ahead 

2017
» We will further implement Audubon's 2016-2020 
Conservation Strategic Plan by engaging diverse com-
munities, measuring our results, and strengthening our 
network through increased use of social media.

» We will protect more habitats and educate more 
people through our Bird-Friendly Communities, IBA, 
Coasts, Forests, and Center programs and initiatives.

» We will deepen our scientific work through expanded 
bird banding and species & habitat monitoring with our 
volunteer army and key organizational partners.

» And, we will work even harder to protect key state 
programs that face unprecedented budget cuts, while 
pursuing new avenues for open space funding and seek-
ing permanent protection of Plum Island—a key habitat 
for birds in Long Island Sound.

http://ct.audubon.org/bird-friendly-communities
http://ct.audubon.org/coasts
http://ct.audubon.org/forests
http://ct.audubon.org/grasslands-shrublands
http://ct.audubon.org/important-bird-areas
http://audubonct.org
http://www.audubon.org/
http://www.audubon.org/atlantic-flyway
http://audubonct.org
https://www.facebook.com/AudubonCT
https://www.instagram.com/audubonconnecticut/


Audubon is a powerful network with an 
unparalleled reach across the country. No 
other conservation organization matches 
the size, scale, influence, diversity, and 
creative energy of our constituency. Audubon 
Connecticut is not just an Audubon state 
office within this network—it's a strong 
local community made up of nature centers, 
chapters, volunteers, supporters, and partners. 
We work together to tackle big conservation 
challenges that impact birds, other wildlife, the 
environment, and the people of Connecticut.

In 2016, we broadened and deepened our 
community and the reach of our collective 
influence. Within our network, we hosted 
an unprecedented day of information sharing 
and collaboration with National Audubon 
Society President and CEO David Yarnold, 
and Audubon Connecticut staff, board, and 
chapter leaders. At our state legislature, we 
supported passage of SB 231, An Act Concerning 
Pollinator Health—a law that reduces the use 
of neonicotinoid pesticides, which are harmful 
to pollinators, birds, other wildlife, and people. 
And in our region, we generated widespread 
public support that incited the establishment 
of the new Great Thicket National Wildlife 
Refuge in New England.

As we move forward, this community 
of excellence will help us to rally enduring 
support for conservation, on behalf of birds 
and the nature of Connecticut as well as the 
broader Atlantic Flyway of which we are part. 
We will continue to rely on sound science 
to do so, and continue urban conservation 
and our engagement with diverse audiences 
across the state. We welcome you to our 
community, and thank you for helping us build  
a greener, brighter tomorrow for birds, for the 
environment, and for future generations.

A 21st CENTURY COMMUNITY OF EXCELLENCE

CT Dept. of Energy & Environmental Protection 
(DEEP) Deputy Commissioner Susan Whalen, 
Audubon Connecticut Executive Director & 
Vice President Stewart J. Hudson, and CT DEEP 
Commissioner Robert Klee celebrate their orga-
nizational partnership to protect wildlife habitat 
throughout the state.

Audubon Connecticut's Important Bird Area Pro-
gram Coordinator, Corrie Folsom-O'Keefe (right), 
teaches students from the WildLife Guards pro-
gram (left) about the importance of native plants 
to pollinators, birds, and other wildlife—and ways 
we can work together to safeguard the ecological 
systems we all rely on.

613 Riversville Road, Greenwich, CT 06831  |  203-869-5272  |  audubonct.org

Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/AudubonCT and Instagram www.instagram.com/audubonconnecticut

Our goal is to bring people closer to the natural
world to become stewards of their community
and to have more fulfilling experiences with the
environment in which they live.

Audubon’s three Centers and five major Sanctu-
aries include over 4,600 acres of land that Audubon
owns and manages. These special places provide
opportunities for on-site, outdoor education pro-
grams, trails for birdwatching or nature walks,
and places where communities can gather to
learn, share knowledge, and take action on 
behalf of birds and other wildlife. We have nature
education Centers in Southbury, Greenwich, and
Sharon and Sanctuaries across the state, including
the Salt Meadows Sanctuary in Guilford.

With over 10,000 members, six active Audubon
Society chapters serving towns throughout 
Connecticut, and an army of more than 2,000 
volunteers, Audubon’s impact is recognized
across Connecticut. Whether we are putting up
nesting poles for Osprey, monitoring songbird
and raptor populations, or advocating for more
bird-friendly public policies, the Audubon 
community is a powerful network for birds,
wildlife, and people.

Audubon Center Bent of the River
185 East Flat Hill Road, Southbury, CT 06488

bentoftheriver.audubon.org • 203-264-5098

State Office & Audubon Greenwich
613 Riversville Road, Greenwich, CT 06831

greenwich.audubon.org • 203-869-5272

Audubon Sharon
325 Cornwall Bridge Road, Sharon, CT 06069 

sharon.audubon.org • 860-364-0520

A  S TAT E  P RO G R A M  O F  T H E  N AT I O N A L  AU D U B O N  S O C I E T Y

Stewart Hudson, Executive Director

AudubonCT.org 
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A FEW OF CONNECTICUT’S 

P R I O R I T Y  B I R D  S PE C I E S
Forest
Black-throated Blue 

Warbler
Canada Warbler
Cerulean Warbler
Ovenbird
Scarlet Tanager
Wood Thrush

Selected Important 
Bird Areas

Selected Coastal 
Program Work Sites

Audubon Centers

Sanctuary

LO N G I S L A N D S O U N D

Grassland & 
Shrubland

American Kestrel
American Woodcock
Blue-winged Warbler
Bobolink
Grasshopper Sparrow
Prairie Warbler

Coastal
American 

Oystercatcher
Clapper Rail
Least Tern
Piping Plover
Red Knot
Saltmarsh Sparrow

CONNECTING PEOPLE TO NATURE
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Nature Center

Sanctuary

Important Bird Area

Coastal Work Site

We are Audubon Connecticut

This map is a general overview of Audubon Connecticut, not a representation of the network in its entirety.

Guilford
s

http://audubonct.org
https://www.facebook.com/AudubonCT
https://www.instagram.com/audubonconnecticut/

